Mix and match for a
great career graph

POLES APART For students who study in one field
and work in another, it’s a happy experiment, a fresh

change and a rare chance to enhance their skilis e ,
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“Internships, related or
unrelated, help students gain
practical knowledge about the
outside world. I don't think stu-
dents are pressured to take up
an internship only because it is
related to what they are studying,
Internships which are unrelated
to their study programme allow
the students toexplore something
new, while the related ones give
them a chance to apply what they
have learnt in class.In any case,
all internships help students to
get an idea of howto work within
an organisation or office,” says
Shraddha Kamdar, visiting fac-
ulty at several Mumbai colleges.

Harnocor Kaur, 20, completed
her BSc in organic chemistry

W Interriships which are unrelated fo their study

on, in 2016, he did two internships,
the first as a research intern at
Insight Data Analytics Centre,
Ireland, in natural-language
processing and translation where
he was involved in translation of
cntologies(a branch of metaphys-
ics). The other was at Cenirale
Superlec University in France
during his undergraduate thess,
There he designed an efficient
parallel algorithm for clustering
of huge data that can be used for
multiple applications including
biclogy and e-commerce.
“Everything these days is
moving towards smart tech and
artificial intelligence, and this
is what excited me about these
internships. Even in fufure T see
myself more involved in software

programme allow the students to explore something
new, while the related ones give them a chance to apply
what they have learnt in class
SHRADDHA KAMDAR, visiting fgculty, Mumbal
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Internships infields that they are

not pursuing academically have  of the few management courses
provedtobeawayof supplement  that give you an opportunity te
ingtheirkmowledge withpractical ~ work on your presentation skills

experience. And thereason could
be just anything, say experts.
“Many students in India are
‘forced’ into academic disciplines
by their families. However, they
compromise ort their passions and
interests. Eager to explore their
passions, but still unsure of their
paths, they seek internships in
varied domains,” says Vibha
Kagzi, founder of Reachlvycom.

and the schedule allows you to
get hands-on experience of the
corporate world. CNBC meant
event management and media
in a single internship, since I
got a chance fo work on events
where eminent business person-
alitieslike Mr: Motilal Qswal were
Dresent”, says Agarwal.

Her mother; praviously unsure
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Bachelor of Management Studies  cleartoherthatexcelling at inter-
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“Earlier T wasn't sure if these
internships would really help

anews chanmel, since Februiary
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include working for AVIAREPS,  her because they were nowhere
amediating firm for foreign air-  close to her major in finance, Tt
lines and travel agencies in 2014 was later that T realised that it's
and at House of Blondie, a fashion aboutlearning to dea] with people
house in 2015. and being inreallifs worlcrelated
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the area of work”, saysher moth--
e, Vandana Agarwal.

Even education expertshelieve
that it i3 necessary for students to
gobeyond the walls of classrooms
andgetexposed to the proceedings
of the corporate world.

“Practical learning is very
important for students to under-
stand concepts. Some universities
abroad offer sandwich and co-op
programmes in which students
study for one year and then work
full time for another year and then
get back to their studies. Such!
cotrses are very popular and in:
greatdemand for obviousreasons,;

- The Indian education system,
must imbibe practical learning,:
internships and co-opopportuni-
ties for all courses”, says Karan
Gupta. But he also feels that an
internship not related to what
a student is studying, holds no-
value when it comes to looking’



